
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (b) 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

 

First reading: Acts 10: 25-26, 34-35, 44-48 

The pagans have received the Holy Spirit just as much as we have 

 

Responsorial psalm: Psalm 97 (98): 1-4 

The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations 

 

Second reading: 1 John 4:7-10 

Let us love one another, since love comes from God 

 

Gospel: John 15: 9-17 

You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

 

Turning to God in prayer 

Let us turn in prayer to God our Father 

who sent us Jesus 

to show us his love 

and inspire us to love one another: 

 
We pray for all who became members of the Church throughout the world at Easter: 
that they may show God’s love in the love they have for one another and for all 
members of the Church.  
Lord hear us 
We pray for all doctors, nurses, chaplains and all who care for and visit the sick that 
God may bless them as they continue Christ’s mission of love to all suffering from 
Covid-19 
Lord hear us 
We pray for all our parishioners who are ill that Jesus may give them strength and 
hope 
Lord hear us 
We pray for all who have died that they may know the love and the joy of being 
united with God for all eternity.   
Lord hear us 
We pray for the married couples of our parish, especially those who are celebrating 
special anniversaries this year: that God may continue to bless their love. 
Lord hear us 
We pray for the people of India as they continue to suffer from the pandemic:  that 
they may receive medical supplies to help them to bring aid to the sick and dying 
 
Let us ask Mary, mother of the risen Lord Jesus, to pray for us now as we say: HAIL 
MARY………….. 
 
Let us pray for a while in silence for all who have asked for our prayers. 

 

 



Concluding prayer 

 

God of all nations, 

you revealed your love for us  

when you sent Jesus your Son into our world 

so that we could have life through him. 

 

Look with that love on all who have been reborn in the waters of Baptism 

that they may serve you 

and their brothers and sisters 

and so bring your joy to our world 

 

Grant this through Jesus Christ, the first-born from the dead, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever 

 

May – the month of Mary. 

Pope Francis has issued a letter asking us all to join in praying the Rosary 

during May, asking for an end to the pandemic. 

 

Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis 

to the Faithful for the Month of May 2020 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

          The month of May is approaching, a time when the People of God express with 

particular intensity their love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary.  It is traditional in 

this month to pray the Rosary at home within the family.  The restrictions of the pandemic 

have made us come to appreciate all the more this “family” aspect, also from a spiritual point 

of view. 

 

 

          For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the 

Rosary at home in the month of May.  This can be done either as a group or individually; you 

can decide according to your own situations, making the most of both opportunities.  The key 

to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also on the internet to find good models of 

prayers to follow. I am also providing two prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the end 

of the Rosary, and that I myself will pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with all of 

you.  I include them with this letter so that they are available to everyone. 



          Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our 

Mother will make us even more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome this 

time of trial.  I keep all of you in my prayers, especially those suffering most greatly, and I 

ask you, please, to pray for me.  I thank you, and with great affection I send you my blessing. 

 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020 

Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist 

 

FIRST PRAYER 

O Mary, 

You shine continuously on our journey 

as a sign of salvation and hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who, at the foot of the cross, 

were united with Jesus’ suffering, 

and persevered in your faith. 

“Protectress of the Roman people”, 

you know our needs, 

and we know that you will provide, 

so that, as at Cana in Galilee, 

joy and celebration may return 

after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform ourselves to the will of the Father 

and to do what Jesus tells us. 

For he took upon himself our suffering, 

and burdened himself with our sorrows 

to bring us, through the cross, 

to the joy of the Resurrection. 

Amen. 

We fly to your protection, 

O Holy Mother of God; 

Do not despise our petitions 



in our necessities, 

but deliver us always 

from every danger, 

O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 

SECOND PRAYER 

“We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”. 

In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly 

to you, Mother of God and our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection. 

Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this coronavirus pandemic.  Comfort 

those who are distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died, and at times are buried 

in a way that grieves them deeply.  Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones 

who are sick and who, in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them.  

Fill with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the consequences 

for the economy and employment. 

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this great 

suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew.  Plead with your divine Son, as 

you did at Cana, so that the families of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts 

be opened to confidence and trust. 

Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of this 

emergency and are risking their lives to save others.  Support their heroic effort and grant 

them strength, generosity and continued health. 

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral 

concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone. 

Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that 

they may find effective solutions to overcome this virus. 

Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may come to the 

aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life and may devise social and economic solutions 

inspired by farsightedness and solidarity. 

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing and 

stockpiling arms will instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to prevent 

similar tragedies from occurring in the future. 

Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to recognize 

the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate 



countless situations of poverty and need.  Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, 

constant in prayer. 

Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God 

will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can 

serenely resume its normal course. 

To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O 

Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PRAYING THROUGH EASTER 
We want to learn to love. 
(Introductory Prayers) 

 

THE GOSPEL 

John 15:9-17:  Love one another as I love you. 
 

They were his close friends. 

He had chosen them. 

But sad they were. 

And sad was 

he. 

Risen, 

the Lord must 

leave the earth. 

Yet he loved them so much 

he could not lose them from his life. 

He would place his Spirit deep within them. 

And within the rest of us. 

Soul 

of Jesus, 

constant companion, 

teacher of all good, remind us 

what Jesus said and did, and who he is; 

how he loves us and makes his home within us. 

And the only thing he asks is that we love one another. 

https://liturgy.slu.edu/6EasterB050921/prayerpathprep.html
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050921.cfm#main-content


 

THE FIRST READING 

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 

 

The Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the word. 

The Spirit, 

the one that fell upon those 

who listened as Peter 

preached, 

that same Spirit sings 

In the streams 

of summer; 

cries out 

within the hungry, the immigrant, 

the discriminated,   

the trafficked,  

the children  

 left alone;  

calls out to 

the lost and lonely, 

whispers 

inside 

our souls. 

Lord, unplug our ears 

so that we can 

hear. 

 

 

THE SECOND READING 

1 John 4:7-10 

In this way the love of God was revealed to us: 

God sent his only Son into the world 

so that we might have life through him. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050921.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050921.cfm#main-content


God 
spoke a 

Word to us, 

healing 
the afflicted ones, 

feeding the hungry ones, 

laying down his life to show love’s extent. 

In fact, the Word was Love. 

His name is 
Jesus. 

Jesus, let us love one another 
in you. 

Anne Osdieck 

 

 

Copyright © 2021, Anne M. Osdieck. All rights reserved. 
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Spirituality of the Readings 

 

6th Sunday of Easter 

May 9, 2021 

John Foley, SJ 

 
Reading I: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48 

Responsorial Psalm 98:1, 2-3, 3-4 

Reading II: 1 John 4:7-10 

Gospel: John 15:9-17 

 

 
 
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050921.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050921.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050921.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050921.cfm#main-content


Gone for Good? 

Imagine the emotional turmoil inside the disciples. 

First he was here. Then he was gone. Then he was here again. And then he was gone for 

good. Jesus. 

Let’s look. 

Jesus is with us by means of the presence of his Spirit in us. 

• “First he was here. Then he was gone.” They had lived with Jesus in his public life and they 

loved it. They thought it would last forever. Not so. Abruptly he was gone. They were not at 

all prepared for the enormity of his torture and killing, the destruction of their lives, of their 

friend and their Lord. 

Gone, gone, gone, gone. 

• “Then he was here again.” We know how difficult his resurrection was for the apostles. They 

doubted it and rejected it, even as the women welcomed it with full hearts. He appeared many 

times and kindly helped his followers to accept the fact that he was alive again. 

• “And then he was gone for good.” When they had gotten used to his new presence, guess 

what. The Ascension took place. This presented the obvious question. Does the story really 

end with Jesus being “gone, gone, gone,” ascended to heaven? The point of God's taking 

flesh had been to show how completely present he is to us always, living in our material 

world. So has he now absented himself forever? Are we back to where we started? 

You and I must look for the answer because it contains the entire Christian reality. We can do 

it using the readings for this Sunday. 

Look upon the First Reading as a continuation of Jesus’ frequent talks about how he will send 

the Holy Spirit to us (Paraclete, Teacher, Comforter), after he has ascended to the Father. All 

who believe and who open their hearts will receive the Spirit. 

Stay with this line of reasoning. 

What is the Spirit? Is it simply a dose of “grace” that we earn or receive in order to be holy? 

Or that Jesus and the Father sent to give us a break? Or a “help”? Or some kind of power 

coming from God? 

Listen well: the Holy Spirit is all of these and none of these. The Spirit is: 

GOD. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050921.cfm


Not just a representative of God, not just a descending dove, not even just a point of fire over 

our heads. It is the complete, true reality of God. And it is marked forever by Jesus' entire 

life, death and resurrection. 

This Spirit quietly makes us able to say yes to faith. Not by brutalizing us or overriding us. 

The Second Reading and the Gospel are all about what I call “respectful love.” I define 

respectful love as that love which never over-powers us but always respects our choice(s). 

Rather than a dictator, the Spirit wants to be a companion in our lives, esteeming our being, 

not contradicting it, bringing out what is most truly our own self. 

So Jesus is with us by means of the presence of his Spirit in us. 

He hopes we will accept his offer of this Spirit. If we do, our souls mingle with God's own 

reality and we become new flesh for the incarnate God. 

This is called the mystical body of Christ on earth. 

Your reply? Well great, but why am I so weak in belief, so far from Christ, so prone to sin? 

This Holy Spirit must be pretty anaemic. 

No, and again, here is the reason. 

The Spirit always waits, waits, waits for us to open to Jesus’ life. Jesus is not gone, he is 

inside us, knocking at our inner door. We can say no. But we can also say yes with our lives. 

Through respectful love. 

John Foley, SJ 

Father Foley can be reached at: 
Fr. John Foley, SJ 

 

Copyright © 2021, John B. Foley, SJ All rights reserved. Permission is hereby granted to 

reproduce for personal or parish use. 
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THE WEEK AHEAD 

 

THURSDAY 13 MAY THE SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE 

LORD 

 

Turning to God in prayer 

On this day when we celebrate the Lord’s ascension in glory to his 

Father in the kingdom of heaven, we turn in prayer to God that 

through his word and sacraments we may be guided on the road 

that leads us to our home in his kingdom: 

 
We pray for the Church throughout the world she may bring comfort and 

consolation to all suffering from the pandemic. 

 

We pray for our country and for all who govern us at national and local 

levels: that they may always work for the good of the people they serve. 

 

We pray for all who are ill that Jesus may give them strength and hope.  We 

remember especially:  

 

We pray for all who have died that they may journey with Jesus to the joy 

and peace of God’s kingdom.  We remember especially: 

 

We pray for our parish that as we prepare to celebrate the coming of the 

Holy Spirit at Pentecost we may remember the mission given to us in Baptism 

to live by the teachings of the Gospel of Jesus. 

 

 

Let us ask Mary, mother of the risen Lord Jesus, to pray for us now as we say: 

HAIL MARY………….. 

 

Let us pray for a while in silence for all who have asked for our prayers. 

 

 

Concluding prayer 

 

God of power and majesty, 

in the mystery of the Ascension 

you raised and glorified Jesus your Son 

and gave us his message of love 

to guide us on the way to your kingdom. 

 

Look with love on us  



and send us your Spirit 

that we may bring your Good News 

into our world. 

 

We ask this through the same Christ our Lord. 

 
FRIDAY 14

TH
 MAY THE FEAST OF ST MATTHIAS APOSTLE 

 

A companion of Jesus and witness to the resurrection, Matthias 

was chosen by lot to take the place of Judas and to share the 

apostolic ministry of the twelve (Acts 1: 15-26). He is named in 

Eucharistic Prayer 1of the Roman Canon. 

 
SATURDAY 15TH MAY OPTIONAL MEMORIAL OUR LADY OF 

FATIMA 

 

This feast commemorates the visions of Our Lady near Fatima in 

Portugal in 1917 by three shepherd children, Lucia dos Santos and 

her cousins Jacinta and Francisco Marto. The visions occurred on 

the 13th day of each month from May to October, and by 

October, huge crowds were gathering at the site of the visions 

and reporting visions and miraculous occurrences themselves. 

 

Pope John Paul II was devoted to Our Lady of Fatima and 

attributed his survival of an assassin’s bullet on 13th May 1981 to her 

intervention. Jacinta and Francisco Marto, who died in the great 

Spanish Flu pandemic of 1919-20, were beatified on 13th May 2000. 

 

 


