
THE SOLEMNITY OF 

PENTECOST 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD – DAY MASS 

ACTS 2:1-11 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:   PSALM 103 (104) 

 SEND FORTH YOUR SPIRIT, O LORD, AND RENEW THE FACE OF 

THE EARTH. 

1 CORINTHIANS 12:3-7, 12-13 

SEQUENCE 

HOLY Spirit, Lord of light, 
From Thy clear celestial height 

Thy pure beaming radiance give, 
Come, Thou Father of the poor, 
Come with treasures which endure, 

Come, Thou light of all that live. 

Thou, of all consolers best, 
Thou, the soul's delightful guest, 

Dost refreshing peace bestow; 
Thou in toil art comfort sweet, 
Pleasant coolness in the heat, 

Solace in the midst of woe 

Light immortal, Light divine, 
Visit Thou these hearts of thine, 

And our inmost being fill; 
If Thou take Thy grace away. 
Nothing pure in man will stay— 

All his good is turn'd to ill. 

Heal our wounds, our strength renew, 
On our dryness pour Thy dew, 

Wash the stains of guilt away, 
Bend the stubborn heart and will, 
Melt the frozen, warm the chill, 

Guide the steps that go astray. 

Thou on those who evermore 
Thee confess and Thee adore, 

In Thy sevenfold gifts descend; 
Give them comfort when they die, 
Give them life with Thee on high, 

Give them joys which never end. 



 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 

And kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Alleluia! 

GOSPEL:  JOHN 20:19-23 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love you above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY  - Deacon Tom 

At this time of self-isolation, we could be using the time when we are not able to come together as a 

parish community  to look ahead to when we -St Columba’s and St Theresa’s - can work together. 

Our celebration of Pentecost  today is a challenge to work for evangelisation – sharing the Gospel in 

our world. 

Evangelisation is one of those ‘churchy’ words which unfortunately tends to make people switch off 

but evangelisation, the spreading of the Good News of Jesus, has been at the heart of Christianity 

since the first Pentecost.  And it is not something which is just for priests and deacons; it is the 

responsibility of the whole Christian community – a responsibility which we took on when we were 

baptised and confirmed. Pope Francis keeps using the phrase ‘missionary disciples’ to remind us that 

we all have the vocation, the calling, to spread the Good News. 

Of course, there are different ways of living out that vocation.  When the deacon or the priest ends 

the Mass with the dismissal, he often says: GO AND ANNOUNCE THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD, or GO IN 

PEACE, GLORIFYING THE LORD BY YOUR LIVES.  Although the words are different, they in fact mean 

the same thing.   Announcing the Gospel does not mean that we expect everyone in the church to 



pour out into Upton or Blacon and proclaim the Gospel just like the Apostles did at Pentecost; what 

it does mean is what the second dismissal says: GLORIFY THE LORD BY YOUR LIVES. 

There are many different ways of proclaiming the Gospel, of evangelising.  Priests and deacons do it 

in a more formal way by actually proclaiming the Gospel at Mass, and by preaching about it.  But if 

our evangelising stopped there, there would be no growth in the Christian community.  The lives of 

the whole parish community should  reflect the joyful Good News of Jesus and we all do this by the 

way we try to live lives which are based on the Gospel. 

All down the centuries people have been attracted to Christianity not just by the words of preachers, 

but by the lives of individual Christians. This is how most people who become Catholics start their 

journey.  They see something in our lives which gives meaning to what they are searching for – they 

may not even realise that they are searching,  but God is always there to open the eyes and the ears 

of people to his goodness in the world; a goodness which we try to show in our lives.  It is only after 

they have been attracted that they begin to find out what it actually means to be a Catholic; they get 

to know other Catholics; they may join an RCIA programme and learn about our faith, before they 

eventually make that decision which leads them into the Church. 

Sometimes I think that we ‘cradle Catholics’ have got so used to being Catholics,  that we forget the 

great gift that we have.  Pope Francis puts it beautifully in his message to the whole Church, called 

The Joy of the Gospel.  The whole message is full of joy and its beginning sets its tone: 

The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus.  Those who accept his offer 

of salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness.  With Christ joy is born 

anew. 

This is quite an amazing statement but it all hinges on this encounter, this meeting with Jesus.  We 

can only meet Jesus if we open our hearts and our lives to him; if we are prepared to spend time 

with him in the Scriptures or here in the church as we celebrate the Sacraments. 

  The Pope gives us a challenge: 

I invite all Christians everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus or 

at least an openness to letting him encounter them.  I ask all of you to do this unfailingly every day. 

So how do we do it?  Well on this Pentecost when we celebrate the coming down of the Holy Spirit 

on the apostles, and the birth of our Church, why not make a resolution to encounter Jesus 

personally.  At present we cannot  encounter him really present in Holy Communion, but we can 

encounter him by uniting ourselves and our parish with the Lord Jesus in prayer and by taking part in 

the live-streamed Mass. By joining in the Mass even in our homes, we can be united as we try to 

make this a special encounter with the Risen Lord.  Then why not make a resolution to begin each 

day with a short prayer asking the Lord Jesus to be with us during the day; helping us to encounter 

him in our own lives and in the lives of the people we meet. 

Pope Francis reminds us of this: 

Whenever we take a step towards Jesus, we come to realise that he is already there, waiting for us 

with open arms. 

So on this day of Pentecost let us remind ourselves of our Baptism when we received the Holy Spirit I 

would just like to end with more words of Pope Francis: 



Every Christian is challenged, here and now, to be actively engaged in evangelisation. Every Christian 

is a missionary to the extent that he or she has encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus; we no 

longer say that we are ‘disciples’ and ‘missionaries’ but rather that we are always ‘missionary 

disciples’. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

The Solemnity of Pentecost 

Prayer of the faithful 

 

Invitation to prayer 

We are children of God 

and the Holy Spirit, living in us 

gives us the courage to call God ‘Abba, Father’. 

Let us then turn to our Father who loves and cares for us 

in prayer for all who are in need: 

 

INTENTIONS 

We pray for the Church in our world: for Pope Francis, our Bishop Mark, 

all bishops, priests and deacons; and for all God’s people: that the flame 

of the Holy Spirit may burn in our hearts and give us the courage to bring 

the Good News of Jesus into our world. 

Lord hear us 

We pray for those who govern our country that they may be open to the 

message of the Gospel and work for a society built on love and peace 

for all our citizens. We pray for all who are working to find a treatment for 

the coronavirus; for the doctors, nurses, medical staff, and careworkers 

who are caring for the sick and the  dying,  and the key workers who are 

helping the vulnerable members of our society. 

Lord hear us 

We pray for those who despair and are without hope that Christians 

inspired by the Holy Spirit, may bring them a message of hope in their 

darkness.  We remember especially all who are suffering from Covid-19, 

for their families and friends: that the Lord Jesus will be with them to 

bring them the comfort of his love. 



Lord hear us 

For the dead, remembering especially those who have died recently, 

……….. and all those whose anniversaries occur at this time.  May 

Jesus have mercy on them, lead them to Eternal Life and console all 

who mourn. 

Lord in your mercy: 

We pray for our parish that, like the apostles, we may bear united 

witness and speak the Good News to those we meet in ways that they 

can understand.  

Lord hear us 

Mary joined with the apostles in prayer as they waited for the coming of 

the Holy Spirit.  Let us ask her to join with us in our prayers as we say: 

Hail Mary… 

Let us pray for a while in silence for all who have asked for our prayers: 

 

Concluding prayer 

 

Send down, O God, upon your people 

the flame of your Holy Spirit 

and fill us with the abundance of your sevenfold gifts. 

 

May that life-giving Spirit give fire to our words 

and strengthen us all to proclaim with courage 

the Good News of Jesus, risen from the dead 

and living in our world through the power of the Spirit. 

We ask this through the same Lord Jesus Christ 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

One God, for ever and ever 

 

 



NATIONAL ROSARY RALLY – PENTECOST SUNDAY 

 

Pope Francis is encouraging Catholics to pray the Rosary in their family 

homes during the month of May, especially when the pandemic brings 

families together at home. He encourages the simple praying of the 

Rosary and also joining online Rosary initiatives to ask Our Lady to pray 

with us for deliverance from Covid-19 and has  composed two prayers 

for this intention (below). 

Bishop Mark invites us to join an initiative that follows on the Pope’s 

request, the Pentecost Sunday national rally from 9.a.m. to 9.p.m across 

Scotland, England and Wales. Our diocese has been asked  to pray a 

Rosary Hour  at 2.00.p.m. and Bishop Mark warmly invites us to take 

part.  Bishop John Keenan will lead a final Rosary at 9.p.m. to which all 

are invited.  This final Rosary will be from St Mirin’s Cathedral in Paisley. 

The prayer intentions are: 

For Faith, Sanctity of Life, and Peace to prevail in our nations; 

For and end to the COVID-19 virus, the sickness it causes, and its 

effects that prevent us living life in abundance (cf John 10:10); 

For the protection of the common good, and people’s economic 

livelihooods; 

That the Holy Spirit  will preserve us from disaster and war. 

(This includes the key intentions of deliverance from the current 

pandemic and for the opening of our churches.) 

_________________________________________________________

______ 

Pope Francis has asked us to pray the following two prayers at the end 

of the Rosary: 

 First Prayer from Pope Francis: 

 O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope. We entrust 

ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of the cross, were united with Jesus’ 

suffering, and persevered in your faith. “Protectress of the Roman people, you know our 

needs, and we know that you will provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy and celebration 

may return after this time of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to the 

will of the Father and to do what Jesus tells us. For he took upon himself our suffering, and 

burdened himself with our sorrows to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the 

Resurrection. Amen. We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God; Do not despise our 



petitions in our necessities, but deliver us always from every danger, O Glorious and 

Blessed Virgin. 

 

 Second Prayer from Pope Francis: 

 

 “We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”. In the present tragic situation, when the 

whole world is prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God and our Mother, 

and seek refuge under your protection. Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid 

this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their loved ones 

who have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply. Be close to those 

who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent the spread 

of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with hope those who are troubled by the 

uncertainty of the future and the consequences for the economy and employment. Mother of 

God and our Mother pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that this great suffering may 

end and that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your divine Son, as you did at 

Cana, so that the families of the sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts be 

opened to confidence and trust. Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and 

volunteers who are on the frontline of this emergency and are risking their lives to save 

others. Support their heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and continued health. 

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral 

concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support everyone. Blessed Virgin, 

illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that they may find 

effective solutions to overcome this virus. Support national leaders, that with wisdom, 

solicitude and generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking the basic necessities of 

life and may devise social and economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and solidarity. 

Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing 

and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on promoting effective research on how to prevent 

similar tragedies from occurring in the future. Beloved Mother help us realize that we are all 

members of one great family and to recognize the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of 

fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty and need. 

Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer. Mary, Consolation of the 

afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God will stretch out his all-

powerful hand and free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its 

normal course. To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we 

entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O 

 


