
ADVENT and CHRISTMAS… 

    …at  ST COLUMBA’s 

 
Sunday 29th November is the First Sunday of Advent and the beginning 

of Year C. On 8th December Pope Francis inaugurates a Year of 

Jubilee, the Holy Year of Mercy. 

 

The Year of Mercy 
Mercy is based in love. God loves us with an infinite love and it follows 

that his mercy towards us is also infinite. In turn we possess a human 

love, which finds expression in our love of God and love of our 

neighbour. We rely on the mercy of God to forgive our faults when we 

ask for forgiveness and particularly when we take part in the Sacrament 

of Reconciliation. The way in which we love our neighbour is contained 

in the Works of Mercy: 

The corporal works (taken from St Luke and Tobit): 

1. To feed the hungry 

2. To give drink to the thirsty 

3. To clothe the naked 

4. To shelter the homeless 

5. To visit the sick 

6. To visit those in prison 

7. To bury the dead 

The spiritual works: 

1. To instruct the ignorant 

2. To counsel the doubtful 

3. To admonish sinners 

4. To bear wrongs patiently 

5. To forgive offences willingly 

6. To comfort the afflicted 

7. To pray for the living and the dead 

 

In Misericordiae Vultus Pope Francis writes: “We need constantly to 

contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity and 

peace. Our salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word reveals the very 

mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and most 

supreme act by which God comes to meet us. Mercy: the fundamental 



law that dwells in the heart of every person who looks sincerely into the 

eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path of life. Mercy: the bridge 

that connects God and man, opening our hearts to the hope of being 

loved forever despite our sinfulness. 

 

Prayer of Pope Francis for the Jubilee 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly 

Father and have told us that whoever sees you sees him. Show us your 

face and we will be saved. Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and 

Matthew from being enslaved by money; the adulteress and Magdalene 

from seeking happiness only in created things; made Peter weep after 

his betrayal; and assured Paradise to the repentant thief. Let us hear, as 

if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the 

Samaritan woman: “If you knew the gift of God!” 

   You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who 

manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: let the Church 

be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified. You 

willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness, in order 

that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: let 

everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved and forgiven by 

God. 

   Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing so 

that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, and 

your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the 

poor, proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, and restore sight to 

the blind. 

   We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, you 

who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 

The feast which celebrates the special grace granted to Our Lady by 

which she was born without the stain of original sin, thus making her 

the leader of our race destined to be the mother of our Redeemer. The 

feast also marks the start of the Year of Jubilee. Mass will be at 9.15am. 

 

 



Service of Reconciliation 
As part of the Holy Year and to gain the indulgences attached to this 

special time, going to Confession with Holy Communion and Prayers 

for the Pope’s Intentions are necessary. Individual priests will be 

hearing confessions during the Service of Reconciliation, which is 

being held this year at St Werburgh’s for the Chester area. The service 

commences at 7.15pm on Monday 14th December. 

 

The Piety Stall 
There is a wide selection of Christmas cards and Mass cards for 

different occasions on display in the piety stall at the front door of the 

church. There are CTS pamphlets and other books for sale. The shop is 

staffed after weekend Masses and is accessible at other times. Payment 

can be made for any goods taken by inserting the appropriate amount in 

the secure box in the wall. 

 

The Library 
Parishioners may not be aware that in the Office adjoining the Sacristy 

there is a selection of religious books and magazines which can be 

borrowed.  

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Following the change of timing this year the week of prayer for the 

Upton Churches will again be held later in next year from the 22nd to 

the 29th May. A week of prayer will be held in the city at the normal 

time with a special service in the Cathedral on 24th January starting at 

4pm when the speaker will be Rev. Lord Leslie Griffiths. 

 

Carol Singing 
Upton Council of Churches has arranged for carols to be sung at the 

following venues: 

Monday 14th: The Pavilion, Wealstone Lane, 10-12 noon 

Tuesday 15th:      Wealstone Home, Wealstone Lane, 6.30pm 

       Mallard Court, Long Lane, 8.00pm 

Wednesday 16th: Orchard Manor, Acres Lane, 2.30pm 

 

 



 

DIARY 
All weekend Masses take place on Saturday evening at 7.15pm and on 

Sunday morning at 9.15am and 11.00am 

 

NOVEMBER 

29: First Sunday of Advent 

 

DECEMBER 

  6: Second Sunday of Advent: Cloth for the Cradle Ceremony at 11am 

  8: Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception: start of Year of Jubilee 

13: Third Sunday of Advent 

14: Carol Singing at The Pavilion 10-12noon 

      Reconciliation Service St Werburgh’s 7.15pm 

15: Carol Singing at Wealstone Home 6.30pm 

  and Mallard Court 8.00pm 

16: Carol Singing at Orchard Manor 2.30pm 

20: Fourth Sunday of Advent: Christingle Ceremony at 11am 

24: Sacrament of Reconciliation 9.45-10.45am 

      Vigil Mass of Christmas with children’s tableau 6.00pm 

      First Mass of Christmas (Midnight Mass) 9.00pm 

25: Second Mass of Christmas (Dawn Mass) 9.15am 

      Third Mass of Christmas (Day Mass) with tableau 11.00am 

27: Feast of the Holy Family: Masses at usual times 

 

JANUARY 

  1: Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God: Mass at 10am 

  3: Solemnity of the Epiphany: Masses at usual times 

10: Feast of the Baptism of the Lord: Masses at usual times 

 

FEBRUARY 

 2: Feast of the Presentation of the Lord: Mass at 9.15am 

 


