
ADVENT and CHRISTMAS... 

...at St Columba's 
 

The images of light and darkness loom large in the Season of Advent 

and Christmas. Scientists have made great strides in the past decade 

in explaining the beginnings of the vast universe in which we find 

ourselves. They tell us that creation occurred 13.8 billion years ago, 

that a primeval denseness happened in a hundredth of a second at a 

temperature of trillions of degrees, that space expanded and time 

began and that in the darkness of space there was light. This was the 

Big Bang. Centuries before Christ the author of Genesis described it 

thus:. "Now the earth was a formless void, there was darkness over 

the deep, and God's Spirit hovered over the water. God said, `Let 

there be light,' and there was light. 

 

Later the sin of Adam brought darkness between God and man. The 

people of God walked in darkness, as they waited for the Messiah to 

bring light to their world. The psalmist sang: 

Praise him, sun and moon, 

Praise him, shining stars, 

Praise him, highest heavens. 

Isaiah foretold that the glory of the Lord will be revealed: a virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son, and he will be called Immanuel. We 

no longer walk in darkness, but in the light of Christ. 

 

In the Choruses from ‘The Rock’, T S Eliot writes: 

O Light Invisible, we praise thee! 

Too bright for mortal vision, 

O greater Light, we praise Thee for the less; 

The eastern light our spires touch at morning, 

The light that slants our western doors at evening, The 

twilight over stagnant pools at batflight, Moon light 

and star light, owl and moth light, Glow-worm 

glowlight on a grassblade, 

O Light Invisible, we worship Thee! 

O Light Invisible, we give Thee thanks for Thy 

great glory! 



PRAYER INTENTIONS 
During Advent and Christmastime we are asked to pray for Openness 

to the Word of God, Migrants and Refugees and Expectant Mothers. 

 

DIARY 
(Note: all weekend Masses take place on Saturday evening at 7.15pm 

and on Sunday morning at 9.15am and 11.00am) 
 

NOVEMBER: 

30:  First Sunday of Advent 
 

DECEMBER: 

  7:  Second Sunday of Advent: Cloth for the Cradle Ceremony at 11 am 

  8:  Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady 

14:  Third Sunday of Advent: Christingle Ceremony at 11 am 

15:  10.00am: Carol Singing at Scout HQ, Weston Grove 

16:   6.30pm: Carol Singing at Wealstone Home, Wealstone Lane 

        8.00pm: Carol singing at Mallard Court, Long Lane 

17:   2.30pm: Carol Singing at Orchard Manor, Acres Lane 

21:   Fourth Sunday of Advent 

24:   9.45am to 10.45am: Confessions 

        6.00pm: Vigil Mass of Christmas with children's tableau 

        9.00pm: First Mass of Christmas (Midnight Mass) 

25:   9.15am: Second Mass of Christmas (Dawn Mass) 

        11.00am: Third Mass of Christmas (Day Mass) with children's 

tableau 

26:   12 noon: Mass for the Feast of St Stephen 

28:   Usual Sunday Masses for the Feast of the Holy Family 
 

JANUARY: 

1:    l0am: Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

4:    Usual Sunday Masses for the Solemnity of the Epiphany 

11: Usual Sunday Masses for the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
 

FEBRUARY: 

2:  9.15am: Mass for the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord 
 

(The Upton Churches will celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity from 17- 24 May 2015) 


